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kept himself down to a proper level of gravity if his
dietary had included even the smallest allowance of
alcoholic stimulant. I am afraid that the high animal
spirits were not of long endurance. The House of
Commons proved too much for him. He entered it
just at the beginning of the terrible ten years of ob-
struction and of all-night sittings; he had to work
hard to make a living all the while, and he would never
allow himself the slightest relaxation from what he be-
lieved to he his Parliamentary duties. He had at last
to withdraw from public life altogether, but, as I have
said already, his withdrawal came too late to give him
any fair chance of recovering his exhausted physical
energies, and he died in what ought to have been the
prime of his life. He was certainly one of the foremost
debaters of the House during the years that he spent
there, and Ms name will always have an honourable
memoiy in Great Britain as well as in his own country,
the country for which he strove so faithfully and sacri-
ficed so much.

Kb one who paid any attention to Parliamentary life
during the years which I am now describing is likely to
have foigotten The O'Gorman Mahon. The House of
Commons could show no more remarkable figure, nor
had any member of the House gone through a more
varied career. When I knew him he was a tall and
stately old gentleman considerably over six: feet in
height* and standing as erect as a flag-staff. His head
was crowned with a mass of thick white hair, and his
eyes had in them a constant expression of almost boyish
vivacity. He walked with the quick springy step of a
young man, and no amount of physical fatigue seemed
to have any effect on him. Nobody at the time I speak
of had any precise idea as to The O' Gorman Mahon's
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